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him, could not fail to be dishonourable, and which would then unite
the government in its determination to continue the war. This formula
won over some of the waverers, but those in favour of resistance,
notably Mandel, opposed any request to Germany and suggested that a
vote be taken on the issue.146 They believed that once the country
learned that the terms of an armistice had been asked for, the govern-
ment would be unable to reject them even if they proved dishonourable.
Although President Lebrun and Reynaud both believed that a majority
of the cabinet was in favour of Chautemps' proposal, they postponed
a decision until the following day.
That morning Mandel had been confident that Lebrun would ask
Reynaud to reform his government with the defeatists eliminated,147
but after the cabinet meeting he told a friend that he was afraid Reynaud
was weakening, and that if he resigned, Lebrun would turn the govern-
ment over to Petain.148
Reynaud had begun to vacillate in the face of Petain's threat to
resign, the refusal of his Commander-in-Chief to obey orders, and the
opposition of half of the ministers in his cabinet. Pressure was constantly
being brought to bear on him to stop the useless slaughter of French
soldiers and conclude an armistice. There was almost no one to whom
he could turn for support: Lebrun, the President of the Republic, was
the usual nonentity the French liked to elect to that office; Mandel,
as Spears says, was "too aloof, too cutting, almost too inhuman to pro-
vide that faith which was the quality in shortest supply, after courage,
at Bordeaux".149 Reynaud was casting about desperately for a means
of stopping the growing tide of defeatism. His answer, or so he thought,
was Churchill's offer of a Franco-British Union, telephoned to him
on the 16th shortly before a meeting of the cabinet. He presented this
startling offer to the other ministers, the majority of whom rejected it
outright, asserting that it would make France a British dominion. The
cabinet then broke into acrimonious quarrelling, Mandel expressing
his scorn for those ministers who had entered the government in order
to carry on the war and who were now asking for an armistice. He
said that there were two groups in the cabinet: "the brave and the
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